
       RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th May 2025 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Smith
LCC Cllr. Richard Edwards who was welcomed to the council as LCC Cllr.

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were ten members of the public.
1649/25  To elect and swear in Cllr Matthew Smith (Holmeswood Ward).
The council welcomed Matthew.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to swear in Matthew Smith and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office . Clerk issued Declaration of Interest form and Code of Conduct for councillors to be sent to WLBC monitoring officer.

1650/25 To consider a new chairperson.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Gordon as Chairperson for another twelve months who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
1651/25 To receive apologies

Cllr Taylor Cllr Rear
Borough Cllrs. Paul Hesketh and Eddie Pope
1652/245   To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd April   2025
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th April 2024 have an amendment 1634/25 Public discussion: Carole Bamber brought attention to the Freedom of Information Act Model Publication Scheme for the council to review. The minutes were then approved and signed by the chairperson as a correct record.
1653/25       To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1654/25    To consider voting on of a vice chairperson.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Pryke as Vice Chairperson for twelve months who then signed a Declaration Acceptance of Office.
1655/25 To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee. 

It was resolved by the Council to adjourn this to the June 2025 meeting. 
1656/25 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Richard Bradshaw who campaigned for Holmeswood Ward congratulated Matthew Smith on his successful election result. He also mentioned display posters of candidate Matthew Smith were placed on telegraph poles leading up to the polling station, and consulted with Lancashire County Council as this is a criminal offence. Remarks were also made on Holmeswood Past/Present social media site. Richard Bradshaw then asked the council what they would do about it. Cllr Gordon (Chairperson) stated the parish council would take legal advice.
Carole Bamber asked the council the length of time it takes to reply to emails. As a friend of hers sent an email to the clerk regarding advice on trees.

1657/25 To consider planning applications as below:
NONE
Prior approval planning
2025/0416/PNC  Whitehouse, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Two agricultural glasshouses to flexible commercial use.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to submit to WLBC planning dept. what does ‘flexible commercial use’ mean?
Permission in principle
2025/0420/PIP  Land North of Holmeswood Road, Rufford
Erection of up to 1 dwelling

It was resolved by the council for the clerk t submit to WLBC planning dept. asking if there is an existing building there.
2025/0401/PIP  Firtree Nurseries Holmeswood Road Rufford

Demolition of glasshouses and permission to build up to  2 dwellings.

It was resolved the council supported this application.
Planning decision granted
2025/0430/PIP  297, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Erection of up to 3 dwellings.

It was resolved by the council to not support this application as this would be an extension of the village and classed as  urban creep.
Planning decision granted
2025/0095/FUL  Land to the West of Park farm, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Erection of a farm welfare building.

2025/0099/FUL 261, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Alterations and extensions to 261, Liverpool Road Rufford
Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Ongoing planning appeals

NONE

1658/25  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022834  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                        £847.20

022835  CJ Pennington grass cutting                                                         £396.00

022836  P Brookfield Park maintenance                                                   £335.06

022837  WLBC trade waste Rufford and Holmeswood Village halls       £395.37

022838  Rufford PCC Church hall hire                                                      £36.00

022839  KC Computers ink                                                                        £47.61

022840  KC Computers ink and paper                                                       £40.67

DDM  Easywebsites May monthly payment                                              £36.96

Income: 

1st payment   Precept grant
2025/26



    £20,729.50

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1659/25  Submission of annual return for the financial year ending 31st  March 2025 to the council’s internal auditor.
The council noted the information.
1660/25 Clerk wants to update Parish Council standing orders in line with NALC model.

It was resolved by the council for the parish council standing orders be in line with NALC model.
1661/25 Flood Risk

NONE

1662/25  Highways 
     West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow
NONE    
East - Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE

Cllr Pryke stated he would speak to Fiddlers Farm regarding complaints from the public about the long grass height in their field which obstructs drivers’ view from Brick Kiln Lane turning into Cousins Lane and Cllr Pryke would inform the council at the next meeting.

The council noted the information.
1663/25 Public footpaths   

Cllr Newsham stated he had contacted LCC PROW over footpath 23 sign missing and will report back to the council when he receives further information.

The council noted the information

1664/25  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE

Holmeswood

NONE

1665/25 Recreation Grounds 

        Clerk received copy of public liability cover for Tractor Run Sunday 8th June 2025
Clerk informed the council of protecting the turkey oak tree roots and would inform P. Brookfield, park maintenance, the estimated distance to erect red/white tape as per tree survey.

The council noted the information.

1666/25 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
1667/25 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE

1668/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
          Clerk to update the council on the installation of bus shelters and children’s new boat on Rufford Park.
Clerk informed the council after two and half years and consulting with LCC and been advised by them, Ian Yates, Playground Equipment, have finally received permits to erect the bus shelters at Holmeswood, Cousins Lane and Hesketh Arms. Ian Yates, playground equipment, also informed the clerk the new boat would be installed in June 2025.

The council noted the information.

1669/25  To note police information
NONE
1670/25      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 16th June 2025 
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 16th June 2025.
Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.25 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

